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SUBJECT: APPLICABILITY OF EXPORT ADMINISTRATION ACT (EAA) 
REGULATIONS TO TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO BAN ON TRADE WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA 


REF: PORT OF SPAIN 0009 


1 . BOYCOTT OF SOUTH AFRICA NOT A "SANCTIONED" BOYCOTT FOR 
PURPOSES OF EAA; THUS, ACTIVITIES IN COMPLIANCE WITH SUCH 
BOYCOTT ARE GENERALLY WITHIN LAW'S PROHIBITIONS. 


2. FOR A PARTICULAR TRANSACTION TO BE COVERED BY PRO- 
VISIONS OF COMMERCE IMPLEMENTING REGULATIONS, HOWEVER, IT 
MUST INVOLVE AN ACTIVITY: (1) BY A U.S. PERSON, AS DE- 
FINED SECTION 369.1 (B) AND (C) OF REGULATIONS; AND (2) 

WHICH IS IN INTERSTATE OF FOREIGN COMMERCE OF U.S., AS 
DEFINED SECTION 369.1 (D) OF REGULATIONS. IF EITHER THESE 
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CONDITIONS IS ABSENT, THEN ACTIVITY IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE 
PROHIBITIONS OF THE LAW AND REGULATIONS. MORE DEFINITIVE 
ANSWER TO QUESTION RAISED REFTEL NOT POSSIBLE, SINCE 
ANSWER WOULD DEPEND ON ALL CIRCUMSTANCES OF A PARTICULAR 
TRANSACTION. 


3. EVEN IF CONDITIONS ARE SUCH THAT ACTIVITY FALLS UNDER 
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ONE OF THE PROHIBITIONS IN THE REGULATIONS, ACTIVITY 
NEVERTHELESS MAY BE PERMISSIBLE IF COVERED BY ONE OF THE 
EXCEPTIONS. THUS, EXCEPTION FOR COMPLIANCE WITH EXPORT 
REQUIREMENTS OF A BOYCOTTING COUNTRY (SECTION 369.3 (D) 
PERMITS U.S. PERSON TO COMPLY WITH BOYCOTTING COUNTRY'S 
RESTRICTIONS ON DIRECT OR INDIRECT SHIPMENT OF EXPORTS 
FROM ITS TERRITORY TO THE BOYCOTTED COUNTRY. TRINIDAD 
AND TABAGO SITUATION DESCRIBED REFTEL APPEARS TO FALL 
WITHIN THIS EXCEPTION. 

4. REGRET DELAY IN RESPONSE. CHRISTOPHER 
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